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AeKN co Lee Se SED members in the Volksrat iithelm 
zeck spoke on the Co e Volkarat Secretariat of Erich Gniffke's 
- defection. He emphasized the necessity that all party members in important 
posta work courageously in the Interests of the party and above all naintain 
the utmost vigilance over ait susvicious eiemones. ine cage or unitthe, ho said, 
indicated their feilure in this repard. Although the party and surveillance 
apparat. (rorwachungsapparat) in Gniffke's office uncovered his deviations, 
they failed to forward them for action. Even more important, Gniffke's prepa~ . 
vations for flight were actually concealed by certain members of the apparat. 
The reavlt vas that only at the last minute could party proceedings be initiated 
against Gniffke. 


2. Gniffke's guilt has been conclusively demonstrated, Pleck said, and the case 
represents an urgent warning for all. Reliable members of the anparat are 
aware that many members of the Volksrat are agents of the Western Powers, con- 
sequently, investigation of the Gniffke affair calle for an investisation of 
the entire administrative organization (Vervaltungsapparat) of the Volkerat. 
The tendency of members to succumb to the enticoments of the tourgeois parties 
may be counteracted by the solemn assurance that sooner or later their disloyalty 
will be discovered. Tho raporting of the vestera-licensed press gives enouch 
clues as to who has tattled, and party vigilance will increase. 


4. Pieck concluded with the information that Hornann Matern will succeed Gniffke 
as Chairman of the Secretariat of the Volksrat.— 


25X14 [RM commont: Pieck, in speaking of the "iberwchungsarparat" appeared to 
refer toa specific vigilance and surveillance organization within the frame- 
work of the Volksrat charged with deteetion of deviations among the personnel. . 
The avparat, according to rumr within Volkerat SED circles, is headed by F.. 
Otto and Albert Norden. The immediate result of Gniffke's defection haa beon 
to place all non-SED menbers of the Volksrat and its administration, notably 


Yon “utius, under sucpicion. ) | 
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